Houghton Primary Sc hool
National Curriculum Purpose of Study
Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and
provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality
languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and
deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should
enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another
language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both
in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities
for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new
ways of thinking and read great literature in the original
language. Language teaching should provide the foundation
for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and
work in other countries.
National Curriculum Aims
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that
all pupils:






understand and respond to spoken and written
language from a variety of authentic sources
speak with increasing confidence, fluency and
spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they
want to say, including through discussion and asking
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of
their pronunciation and intonation
can write at varying length, for different purposes and
audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures
that they have learnt
discover and develop an appreciation of a range of
writing in the language studied.
SCHOOL KEY DRIVERS
Oracy to place speech and communication at the he art of
our curriculum e nabling our childre n to spe ak confide ntly,
appropriate ly and se nsitive ly, le arning through talk and
de e pe ning unde rstanding through dialogue .
Diversity to de ve lop our
Community to de velop our
childre n’s horizons and
wish to be a ce ntral part of
unde rstanding of a variety of the local, national and world
life style s within a broad,
com m unity
cultural curriculum
Environment to continue
Enquiry to e ncourage our
to re inforce that we value
childre n to be inquisitive , to
the e nvironm e nt and fe e l
ask que stions and be
passionate about its
re source ful, pe rsiste nt and
m anage m e nt
inde pe nde nt in the ir
le arning.
Risk be cause children need
Enterprise to support our
to le arn to asse ss and
childre n in developing m ore
m anage risks by having fun
inde pe nde nce and the
and a little bit of dange r!
opportunity to show initiative

Languages Key Stage 2
National Curriculum Content:
Te aching may be of any modern or ancient foreign language and
should focus on enabling pupils to m ake substantial progress in
one language. The te aching should provide an appropriate
balance of spoken and writte n language and should lay the
foundations for further fore ign language te aching at key stage
3. It should e nable pupils to understand and communicate
ide as, facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused on
fam iliar and routine matters, using their k nowle dge of
phonology, grammatical structures and vocabulary.
The focus of study in modern languages will be on practical
com m unication. If an ancient language is chosen the focus will
be to provide a linguistic foundation for re ading comprehension
and an appre ciation of classical civilisation. Pupils studying
ancie nt languages may take part in simple oral exchanges, while
discussion of what they re ad will be conducte d in English. A
linguistic foundation in ancient languages may support the study
of m odern languages at key stage 3.
Pupils should be taught to:

liste n attentively to spoken language and show
unde rstanding by joining in and re sponding

e x plore the patterns and sounds of language through songs
and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of
words

e ngage in conversations; ask and answe r questions;
e x press opinions and re spond to those of others; seek
clarification and help

spe ak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and
basic language structures

de ve lop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that
othe rs understand whe n they are re ading aloud or using
fam iliar words and phrases

pre se nt ideas and information orally to a range of
audiences

re ad carefully and show understanding of words, phrases
and simple writing

appre ciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the
language

broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to
unde rstand new words that are introduced into familiar
writte n m ate rial, including through using a dictionary

write phrases from memory, and adapt these to cre ate new
se ntences, to e xpress ideas cle arly

de scribe people, places, things and actions orally and in
writing

unde rstand basic grammar appropriate to the language
be ing studied, including (where relevant): feminine,
m asculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of highfre quency verbs; k ey features and patterns of the
language; how to apply these, for instance, to build
se ntences; and how the se differ from or are similar to
English.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development
through the teaching of Languages
Spiritual
Languages provides spiritual development by enabling a
sense of fascination about linking their own language to
another, exploring new words and phrases and the
excitement of being able to communicate with others
outside of their everyday experience.
Moral
Languages provides moral development by enabling respect
for other people, their language and culture. Through the
challenge of learning to communicate using a different
language it supports understanding of and empathy for the
challenges faced by people living in and working in different
countries.
Social
Languages provides social development through an
approach which is based on oral communication, engaging
in learning a new language together with peers through
conversation, trial and error and role play. It supports
confidence in having a go and will, hopefully, enable
children to engage in conversation when they travel.
Cultural
Languages provides cultural development through the study
of other countries which speak German. They learn about
the culture, customs and geography of these countries.
They have opportunities to engage in cultural experiences
through special days and role play.
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Working hard to ACHIEVE our best
Aiming high through an Active curriculum which is
Accessible to all in order to Achieve the very best
that we can
Challenging ourselves within a culture of Care,
Cooperation and Community
Helping each other to achieve within a Happy,
Healthy and Hard-working environment
Inspiring others to be Independent, Involved and
ever Improving
Expecting the very best of ourselves and others and
always aiming to be Excellent in all that we do
Valuing every individual and providing Varied
learning experiences
Encouraging everyone through our Enthusiasm and
Eagerness to be our very best

